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Dear and Reverend Sir, 


F you knew how ſeverely I charge my ſelf with my remiſneſs in anſwering your laſt, you 
would more readily pardon mezand when | conſider your candor and moderation, | cannot 
(upon my involuntary tranſgreſſions)deſpair of your Clemency:for amongſt all thoſe wor» 
thy Qualities that adorn you, and whereby you adorn the Golpel, and our Function, That 
verrue or rather grace of Moderation has graven the moſt deep and indelible characters of 
endearedneſs upon me; and though your worth has placed you above contempt, and not 
left ſo bright a Taper under a Buſhel, yet I could even wiſh for the ſakes of others, that you were 
poſted in a more conſpicuous Eminency, that (in this leaſe alſo) your Moderation might be known 
unto all men. | 
And now that I have ſo grateful a Theme, I cannot ſo eaſily take leave of it, but that I muſt 
beg your pardon if (waving till the next opportunity ſome other things I ſhould have mentioned 
to you} I go on to bemoan the too evident and epidemick want of this Chriſtian vertue amongſt 
thoſe of us that juſtly pretend to the beſt form of Chriſtianity, as moſt ſuitable to the revealed 
will of God, and the Pattern of the moſt pure and Primitive times: For as to our adverſaries ob- 
jecting of Novelty upon us, it has been ſo fully and clearly redargued, that I need not meddle with 
it. That I would be at, is, To convince my Brethren, the Sons of my Mother, of the abſolute 
neceſſity and ſeaſonableneſs of this Grace of Moderation, as the (aſs ſine qua non of the ſuppor- 
ting and continuance of our Reformed Religion. I tell you no news, becaule you have ſometimes 
obſerved it to me, That our R Adverſaries (whe like their Pagan Predeceſſors will per fas 
aut nefas be maſters of the World) can manage any Game, Play on any Inſtrument, work with all 
Tools, tranſcend Proteus in change of ſhapes, have while we ſlept (with the affiſtance of their Ma- 
ſter ) ſown Tares in our Field, which now — ſo carefully water and cheriſh that they expect a 
plentiful Harveſt, I mean thoſe Diſſentions and Animoſities among Proteſtants, and to that de- 
gree of bitterneſs, clamour, and reviling each other, that they hope it ſhall not end there, hut 
that (their other great Engines having lately miſcarried) they wy fit till a while and ſee us with 
delight carrying on their work for them!how well do they know that a Kingdom or Church divi- 
ded againſt it ſelf cannot Rand ? And though they need not to be Diſciples to the Florentine Be 
Ignatius his Conclave has far out-done him yet that ſhort Recipe, of Divide e Jmpera, they 
luch a never-failing Medicine, as they have by Horſe-leach'd a great deal of the beſt blood in 
Eurepe. What Quacks are theſe in moſt Princes Courts? Who knows not what their Reſidence at 
Vienna, and their hanging there (more cloſe than Pendants) at that ſoſt Head of that Spread (or 
rather ſhatter'd) Eagle, has done? how have they drawn him to make Enemies of good Subject: 
in Hungary, becauſe Proteſtants ? and by his incxorable cruelty to them for Religions ſake, to pull 
down with his own hands the Ramparts of Chriſtendow, by forcing thoſe who heretofore were the 
Remors in the Creſcenes Progrels Weſtward, to take Protection und er the ing but more pru- 
dent Tur / How theſe Earwigs ſwarm'd about Ari and the Eſcarial whillt there was any 
likclibood of the Auſtrian Families doing their work, and how upon the decline of that they have 
crawld about the Flower de Lu, (for theſe Summer lnſects do adore Eaſtward, and have no Dei- 
ty but the riſing · Sun) how they (the moſt ſedulous ſervants. in ¶ ulcan s ſhop ) have plied their Bel- 
lows at the Lowvre, till their inflations have ſo ſwoln that great-enough mind, that the beſt 
part of Eurepe will hardly hold it, and moſt Nations of it have ſmar ted for preſuming by juſt de- 
fence to interrupt his we Glory ? and how they have horn-bound for ſeveral years paſt the 
Bavarian Duke, t never without a conſderable Army, from aſſiſting his Neighbour Princes 
againſt the Galick Invaſions, they are ſtrangers to the Affairs of Exrope that know not. 
And hore — —— Texture of ſetting the — Princes of the 
Reformed Religion by the cars, was in Loyala's Parlawr, though wrought up by Pariſian 
Statiſts. — trace the Veſtigis of cheſe Helliſh hood · huunds through many Countries, till 1 
ſhould loſe my ſelf and weary you; but refer you to Mt. Wad/worth's Memoirs (which you have 
{cene're this) for ſome of their Projeftsin Germany, wheremahey eſteemedit a Maſter-piece fo to 
order the matter as to {et a Calvinsft Prince againſt a Lutheran, and fo & centre. : 
But now, Sir, having been long 2 ine Obſerver, conſidering the caſe laſt 
mentioned makes me a good Errant home) I conclude it more than high time to return, for 1 find 
they are arrived before me: — would 1 lend my Optick Claſſes to thouſands of 
Proteſtants (other wiſe I hope loyal and whoſe will or vocheritable humur fo 
ing in their hinders.them from feeing how buſie at work theſe Scorpions are us: 
we need not to be ſent back to 88, or the fiſth of N. Anno 160g, Thete Hiſtories are beliey- 
ed by all good Proteſtants, though Apecryphal to them who would act the ſame over agu 
deed if we will take their own wordsex poſt fate, they were never guilty of Treaſans, 2 
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41 
Conſpiracies and Tragedies, no not they. Oh what omnipotent Prieſts have they ! that can, as 
they make a god of Bread, make Treaſon and Guilt after a ſhrift to loſe their nature land the moſt 
enormous Traitors like Children unborn,innocent ot all fins but original,and that but ſome of them! 

The worſt or't is, that not only they have the Braſs to impoſe on the World, but that ſome of 
our ſelves have the facility (I dare not call it charity) to take theſe counterfeits for good coyn, and 
torſooth out of animoſity to other Proteſtants to believe the Papiſts innocent. I defic the beſt Scho- 
lar of the | ame Spaniſh Soldier to help forward the Popiſh Deſign more effectually than we ſhould 
do, wee we but all of this mind ; for my part, ſar be it from me to palliate or extenuate Treaſons 
or Rehellions under the Cloak of Religion and Reformation, for theſe inſtead of tetting a better 
giotk fix. a deeper ſtain, or more inexpiable guilt and horrid brand upon the Action and Actors; 
vet wh noll is Cone you are ſatisfied as well as I that in the beginnings of our late wretched Wars 
one might {ay of many ot the other Party as of thoſe that went with Abſalom, they went in the 
Fuplici:y of their hearts, and they knew not any thing; to my knowledg many of them did as 
much as poſhble condole the horrid conſequences of that War, and did believe as you and I alſo 
did, that the Finger of Joab had an unſeen motion in thoſe affairs, though perſonally and viſibly 
ated by men whole after climbing to the ſeat of Government ſhew'd what was before in their 
hearts; as he ſecs little in the world that knows not that the ſelſ-· lame Deſign may not be endea- 
voured and driven on by men of contrary Principles, and for contrary ends. I had not inſiſted on 
this fo well known already to you, bur that I hear with ſome grief our young Levites (who nei- 
ther ſaw nor ſuffered what we did) H<oring at that rate againſt fome innocent Proteſtants, and 
which my Ink it ſeems ſhould bluſh to recite, declaring that they would rather cloſe with the Pa- 
piſts, than admit of compolure with Diſſenting Proteſtants. 

It is an ordinary Obſervation, That a quarrel amotgh neareſt Relations is often moſt grievous 1 
but when one of tuch for meer revenge will unite himſelf to the mortal enemy of both, who 
will not : ſſirm him void of not only grace but good nature] Oh degenerate Age! 

Where is that Evangelical peace and love, our Saviours bleſſed Legacy! where's that fervent 


charity! is it turned into burning hatred ? Where's that Moderation we ſhould ſhew unto all men! 


is it degenerated into the moſt inexorable rancor ? That ſheep ſhould ſtray and ſometimes encoun- 
ter one another in the abſence of the wolf is not ſtrange; but when the wolves come, they at leaſt 
unjte, and not having power to reſiſt, flic 7 That theſe welves of Neal abound a- 
mongſt us, all «now that are not — by them. But to elude the care of our vigilant 
Shepherds, theſe Monſtcrs worſe than that which Hercules wreſtled with, have dwindled the 
Wolf into a Fox, and to avoid ſufpicion have cunningly cover'd that too with Lambs wool, that 
it requirts much circumſp. Rion to dilcover them. 

He that hath read the Legend of their Clowniſh St. Francs, and the Rory of the /[uminari, will 
eaſily believe who are the Fathers of our Quaking Set, though themſelves poſſibly know not; 
and it is too evident that they have ſcrewed themſelves, and transfufed their Influences into all th e 
ſeveral perſwaſions amongſt us, none excepted. And as they ta«e the cawls of our ſheep in the 
fields for compounding their Fire-balls to burn our Cities, ſo in compenſation they inſtill wilder 
fire under the notion of zeal, (an excellent grace of it ſelt, but miſguided, of moſt diſmal effect.) 
into the ſheep of the great Shepherd, to the renewing of the —— Homo homini Lupus. And 
withour controverſie, if they find their expected ſucceſs, theſe Flambeaws will much more prompt 
their work, than thoſe they beſtowed ſo freely towards the deſtroying of our Mother-city in 66, - 

And that we may better conjecture what they are doing elſewhere, | ſhall give you a skant- 
ling of what we obſerved in my own Pariſh, though too late taken notice of, elſe probably the 
world might have known the perſons as well as the deſign : Two Gentlemen pretty well accoutred 
took up a Lodging together, they ſeem'd no contemptible perſons, nor wanred moneys, they both 
wore Perukes, and - which made ſome the more —— of them) had conſiderable variety, and 
differing much in colour, yet ſeldom made uſe of their Flaxen ones in Town, but as one of the 
Maids of the houle obſerved, he that rode abroad oſteneſt took one of that fort in his Coat- 
pocket; the Neighbourhood begun to imagine them Highway-men, but one of them ſeldom 
riding abroad during their ſix Months ſtay here, and their orderly Decoram and converſe,begot a 
better opinion of them; one was obſerved to go frequently to the meetings of Diſſenters, and 

there bchave himſelf as ſeriouſly as any of them ; the other when he was not out of Town (fot he 

commonly ordered his Journeys on Friday or Saturday, and returned on Monday) would moſtly 
come to the Pariſh-Church, and to any ones ſight demean himſelf very devoutly : He would or- 
dinarily as e could find opportunity be in the company — — Conformiſts, and if none elſe 
hapned to {peak of Churth-affairs he would break the Ice, and moſtly begin with magnifying the 
Church'of England as the beſt conſtituted in the world; and after a large Harangue he could 
ſpeak with a Grace) would bemoan the Diviſions in it, and conclude with the ry of extir- 
pating all Diſſenters root and branch ; for elle, ſays he, thoſe Samaritans will never reſt till they 
have razed it to the very ground. This was his ordinary Theme, though with ſome variation of 
words, till one time a good Neighbour of mine replied upon him: Sir, *Tis a true ſaying, it's ea- 
Ker to give than take Counſel ;, how do you praftiſe what you advite to, while it o_ your 
merade, 
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Comerade your boſom-friend is one that frequents Conventicles, and is daily in. the company of 
ſuch, cannot either win him or diſcard him? Oh, Sir, ſays he, l muſt tell you he is my inti. 
mate friend of a _— and I can digeſt his converſation in all things but that, which for 

reaſons I d a little induilgegfor by him | have in DM as other /places where we have 
refided (my Neighbour thought this ſlipt undefignedly m) the advantage of knowing their 
ſecret diſcourles and machinations againſt the Church, and thereby the means of juſtly inciting 
the zeal of ſuch good men as you againſt this generation of Vipers. This ſtirred up the choler of an 


honeſt Mechanick that had quietly liſtened all this while, that he broke ſilence thus: For my part 
1 neither like you nor Vo and it's well if you be nor bre then in evil, or ke Sep * 
Foxes that You turn tails to do miſchief ; tis well Kunden in the Ton that 1 go conſtantih to 
Church, and yet (I hope here's no laformers hete) 1 ofen heat m honeſt Minifter preath elſe- 
where, and 7 & bv; — 
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For my own particular I ſhall,by Gods alfiſtani 
decline in thar grace of Moderation ſo much 
will go on to Lord it over Gods Heritage, inſtead of 
of Chriſt ts be meek and Towly in ſpirit: If others 1 
ſkall make it my Prayers and conſtant endeavour that Wheti ty 
2 | 
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An Anſwer to the former LE F'T ER: 


Reverend Sir, 


iſonous abominations contained in it. Not is more obvious to common 
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I Ge 4 eci cellent things in the world committed to dur truſt 
1! ws. the glorious God , andthe precious fouls of men, and i we did 


| more feriouſly m ; | 
| guerre! 105 others ab y the. unſeaſoandle heats of our younger 
ry, whoſe bitter out againſt perſons and "things which, they do not underſtand. 


| How nauſcqus is it to ſober cars, to bear a Hectoriug youngſter let fly ut Jack Calvin, whom 
: 
| 
| 


dur Reverend Prelates and Doctors of the Church (who were better Champions for the Church 
of England, than theſe Novices » ts tha to make) did never mention without reverence and 
reſpect ; as is evident to any in the Writings of A. Bp. A By: Andrews, Bp. 
B., Dr. Wills, &67 Though pethaps it's but a man of Straw of their own making, that 
|| theſe valiant Champions are ding Foun) : And to hear theſe inveigh againſt dur 'firſt and 
'{ moſt zealous Reformers, for ſome different apprehenſions, ot exprefſions, aboot ſome abftruſer 

|| and darker points, which ( themlclves habe never ſtvdied bor underfiood)) and the Articles of 

| the Church of England ſeem ſo much to „ is loa to ſober minds; and an 
opinion in thoſe that have any prejudice or are diſſenters from the Church of gland 

| that yy are ropurning ain to Rene, and enemies to the Reformation they firſt promoted. A- 

| gain. the al end in the ſame rank, and beſpattering them with the names of 
1 Schiſmaticks, Factious, and Seditious (though many of them do not break communion with us) 
to me ſeems very harſſi and unreaſonable, if not unjuſt. - It's well known to the world, there be 
| many learned, ſober, godly men amongſt them (ſome whereof, you and I have the happineſs of 

' a profitable intance, and ſweet converſation with ) who though they be not ſatisfied to 
do ſome thirigs the Law requires, (and which our Church might well ipare, if our Rulers ſaw 
meet with them ) that otherwiſe are as true to, and ſome of them as zealous, . able 
Champions for the Doctrine of the Church of * as any of our ſelves. This fooliſh dis 
viding humour, helps to widen, and keep open t difference between true Proteſtants ; and 
mens diſtances from, and unacquaintedneſs with each other, makes them to look upon one ano- 


ther as Hobgoblins, and frightful apparitions ; whereas a more familiar acquaintance and — 
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verſe together, would let men ſee that they are not ſuch N 
lots on both ſides repreſent. them to be. When | came ao 
was a Den Furieſo againſt Diſſenters, and upon him 
Preferment which h erg ) cold me Ig 7 —＋ of | 
erer „ ctiqus, a t fellows 3 
a peſtilequ fellow, > N a mover of-ſcdition.. 05 ep a lege trial and obleryation, 1 
'wete the moſt ſcrious diligent Auditors I hag, Upon. a 1 enquiry, * g nd, 
quaintance with them, I perccived they were ch 12 aupuly i 
the great y jonable duties of Chr! * in all — | | foe none lo ct 
upon any occa/ion;none more juſt in their dealings, e more ready of. 
Juſt Cues 3 none more peaceable among their neighbours, ing to prevent or com 
ces 3 none mote careful to ſanctiſie the h, to in i Jia hildren, and Seryants 5,4 
pray in their Families, making conſcience both.;ot. firſt a Table and in ang 
ready to every good work. | nilh eee A all hap lory 1 true Sons 
Church of Exgland; and which he c fe zeal runs * 
only for Rites, and Ceremonies, and will Aer on . day win at + | 
Liturgy, Lord baue mercy upoy us miſerable (i 725 and yet liye all the weck without any; 
or ſolemn acknowledgment of Cod in their as ſor the Miniſter he 4 luch 
racter of, I found him an holy, if denyi n 1000 65 have 
but to get to Heaven himſelf, and to get as many thither wi 8 he gn, 2 Hs 
quently my Auditor, and I haye much pleafing converſation with. him. It's the 
that we cannot take ſuch men info our Pulpits (without offence), who it = 155 bs 
that liberty, would ncver run into corners, aß we now drive them. and 19 
all occaſions of offence) never Preaches in the time of our publick Seriew 
conſtantly to heat me, and when we have done; he Preaches to them, and many = — | 
him, which I am hot offended at, hut rather bleſs Gad for ſuch an helper in hy wok = — 
And truly we may talk what we. will of the Church of defy if 
build up the Church of G and encourage men to ſerious 22 55 
tion, we may pleaſe our ſelves. with lych a notion, but neither God nor ooh uns 
us. It's no patt of our prudence nor intereſt, 22 our dury, of 285 28 
ches, and weaken the intereſt of truę Proteſtanta, bur — 8 
ways, to bring things to a better compolure and to ants BASE 3 2ther * 


common enemy, It was no pleaſing ſight to me, to ſee 
zeal and heat Cat dur late Ele&ion of Kni hts tor this Shire t e to ſerve in Rae 25 


Gentleman — Who though 121 be 2 Gentleman, +) 72 

fully for ought Ino; yet ho know that * 

man, and never manifeſted t eb I 20d Tora re I bets 

the Subje& (which are the Te Suey Lo dis Con 
hath done. And whether he be luſhiciently temp! 
might meet with in tuch a ſtation, is doubt fu 8 W 1 hole ths that can eee 
generally fall in with him, and the charge be is at ncoſt, or © 


rial) to procure it. I know both you and I are to ** — af {ome of beten ben 
not voting with them; and reproached for pro thence Presbyterian ( rare ep t 
tleman is known to hold commumion with the Church of .and as c 
requires.) And truly if ſobriety and ſeriouſneſ, and zeal tor; rhe "Proteſtant 
Properties of Engls/bmen, muſt denominate men, for NR n 
the party ſo ſtiled, a great reputation and veneration.in 
upon our own heads and if we go on at this t * Dll wot arp to 
e 
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more for our Church; and inſtead of adv 
land, we ſhall but further odium, and icorn 2 reptopch 


ious off-ſpring are as little pleaſed with them a pork 5 
fur not 1 and en them hat differ EEE . 1. 
Apoſtle a whole Chapter to us forbearance in t 7 14 
hath ſet us a contrary example, which we are c edt foo follow. 1 Per. 3. 4 l, 2 ind 75 
called hereunto, 1 Fer. 3.8, 9 hey rock on them po hurct 
1 hope you and = ſo learned Chriſt, as to 
as knpw not what „ nor whereof they a 
form to the Loren a Ceremonies of the 
not tanti to make us loſe the liberty, of our | 
dare not ſo ſeverely cenſure others who profeſs 8 ae 


. to or eee Kae ) 7 For 
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I cen never believe that earned, ſober, 2 1 men, as ( etl their differences) their great- 
eſt enemies muſt confeſs many of them ſhould meer ly out of wilfulneſs, humour, peeviſh- 
nels and faction. keep off from thele things, to expoſe themſelves and families to ſo many troubles 
9 — 1 . For how cenſorious focver we are ſt them, 1 wiſh (for the 
of the Church of ) it be a groundleſꝭ cenſure of forte Tho enemies to the Church 
— 1 — 2 —.— chat if ever Popery ſhould be eſtabliſbed by a 
England (which ) there would not be that number of Nonconformiſts to it, as 
We at St. Bartholowew?, 1662. You and I ma e pre law things with our 
Bot whileft men have ſuch different — and the Apoſtles rules are {p 
in this caſe, Row. 14. 5. and again, verſ- 22, 23. we 1 not but obſerve thoſe excellent 
gives us in that Chapter, which we could earneſtly deſire all our Brethren would 
and practice; and to as many as walk to theſe Rules, mercy ahd peace ſhall be 
them, as upon the Iſrael of God. It's fad to fee we gratific the Papi, and ſerve their 
and when one Plot hath miſcarried, they are ſo ſuccesfully carrying on another, and 
their ſleeves. to ſee what fools can make of us, to —4 their work done to their 
wind han they could with fll e! Oh how the 
to fee Proteſtants fet — , Hue Solomon's woman 
n her houſe with her own hands. How! daily under the vizard of the Church of Ex. 
{pecious' Pamphlets, and cunning infinuarions, would make Proteſtant diſſeuters ſeem worſe 
rn. $0 that whoſoever ſhall but offer to ſpeak of any diinger from the Papiſts, or move 
profecution of the Plot, he is preſentiy n and oppoſed dy 
naar de of i gre be = the moſt of the two. If the 
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wer 17574 be take away the lite, to ſubvert the Government, 
lied Retigion;had e of them been Executed at upon that account, 

en or written more ſeverely . ? aftr r that knows no- 
„taking his meafures, and by the lar out-cry and 
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